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penetrate the forest. He accordingly contented
himself with sweeping its skirt, in a long march
eastward to Janikpoor and back again; and thus
the season closed, actually without his seeing a
single enemy.

In Gourukpoor, Major-general John Sullivan
Wood burnt a few of the Goorkha villages in re-
taliation of their excesses, and marched wherever
he heard the enemy were advancing* He was,
however, still deceived by false reports, and could
not get rid of the impression that his force was
too weak to effect any thing against Wuzeer Singh,
whom he represented to head-quarters as command-*
ing an army numerically much superior to his own.
On the necessity of ascertaining this point, by
coming actually into contact with the enemy, being
strongly urged by the Commander-in-chief, General
Wood was induced at the close of the season, that
is, in the month of April, to appear again before
BootwuL He accordingly, on the 17th of that
month, drew up his army, and opened a desul-
tory fire against the place for some hours, from his
artillery and line. _ The manoeuvre produced no
result whatever, though attended with several ca-
sualties. The General, however, described it as a
reconnoissance calculated to create la diversion by
alarming tlie enemy on this frontier, at the same
time that it enabled himself to ascertain that he
had not miscalculated the strength of the army